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The Society of Friends of Glasgow Cathedral is 80 years old 
in 2016. It is a time of celebration and of remembering the 
Society’s contribution to the Cathedral we see today - the  re-
glazing of the choir, the furnishing of the chapels, the support of 
the Cathedral Choir and, most recently, promoting the creation 
of the precinct. A time for celebration indeed with a Festival of 
Music with concerts throughout the year. We hope that you 
will enjoy them, and be inspired to join the Society as it conti-
nues the enhancement of Scotland’s greatest medieval building.

festival of music 2016
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Andrew Forbes
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Tickets for all events are priced at £12 (£5 students, under-16s free) 
unless stated otherwise, and are available from Glasgow Royal Concert 
Hall box office (transaction charges for online and telephone bookings).

2 Sauchiehall St
Glasgow G2 3NY

0141 353 8000
www.glasgowroyalconcerthall.com



For further details, visit www.sco.org.uk

“Majestic, intimate,  
soulful and transcendent”

Friday nights  
at city halls

3pm
Saturday 2nd Jan

Tickets £10

JANUARY

We start off our Festival with one of the best-loved pieces in 
the choral repertoire: Handel’s Messiah. GCCS was founded 
in 1938 and perform three concerts in the Cathedral each 

year, conducted since 2013 by James Slimings. This performance 
will be accompanied by organist John Gormley and features soloists 

from the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland.  You can catch GCCS again, later 
on in the Festival, when they join the Cathedral Choir for a Festival Evensong.

Glasgow Cathedral
Choral Society



FEBRUARY

Teun & Teun
In this award-winning Dutch duo’s first UK performance, we are treated 
to effervescent dances, and a ballad telling the tale of Apollo and Daphne.  
Their programme also includes sonatas by Bach and Handel, showcasing the 
virtuosity and sensitivity typical of the recorder/harpsichord combination.

Thursday 11th February, 7:30pm
Refreshments served afterwards
Tickets £10 (£5 students)



MARCH

St John Passion
Royal Conservatoire of Scotland

Powerful and moving, Bach’s St John Passion 
receives a full-throated performance within 
the Gothic splendour of the Cathedral. And 
who better to lead the student forces through 
this wonderful work than the internationally 
recognised master and award-winning inter-
preter of the works of J.S. Bach, John Butt. 

Sunday 6th March, 7:30pm
Tickets £10 (£7.50)

available from RCS Box Office

- RCS Voices
- RCS Chamber Orchestra
- John Butt Conductor



Mozart
requiem

APRIL

Friday 8th April, 7:30pm
Refreshments served at the interval
Tickets £10 (£5), supporting Cancer Research UK

Conducted by Peter Keenan.
Programme also includes Mozart’s ‘Linz’ Symphony.

Opera dei Lumi
present



- Suite No.3, BWV1009
- Suite No.4, BWV1010
- Suite No.5, BWV1011

promoted by

MAY

J.S. Bach

Cello Suites

Friday 6th May, 7:30pm
Refreshments served at the interval

Jonathan Manson



The Molendinar Burn Project, launching on Saturday 11th 
June, is a series of twelve public art projects celebrating
the route of Glasgow’s hidden river, through visual art, 
music, theatre and architecture.  The festival culminates in the 
Scottish premiere of The Molendinar, a new work for organ 
and electronics by Claire M Singer, at Glasgow Cathedral.

JUNE

Molendinar Burn Project

Tuesday 14th June, 7:00pm
Drinks reception from 6:30pm
Free tickets available from molendinar.eventbrite.co.uk 

Commissioned by Sarah Strang, director of Civic Room, Glasgow
in partnership with Glasgow Cathedral.



 Arvo Pärt: Beatitudes
 James MacMillan: Cantos Sagrados
 Parry: Songs of Farewell
Directed by Gregory Batsleer, one of Scotland’s finest choirs brings us a powerful 
choral meditation on conflict and reconciliation in the century since the Great War. 
MacMillan‘s hard-hitting Cantos Sagrados (Sacred Songs) fuses political poetry and 
religious text, portraying suffering and persecution in Latin America, while Parry’s 
choral masterwork shows the effect of the First World War‘s devastating shadow.

SCO Chorus
enjoy a free 

concert at 1pm 
every Tuesday in July 
and August, with the 
Cathedral‘s Summer 

Recital Series

JULY

Friday 1st July, 7:30pm
Refreshments served at the interval



7:30pm, Friday 1st Jul

Sunday 14th August, 7:30pm

enjoy a free 
concert at 1pm 

every Tuesday in July 
and August, with the 
Cathedral‘s Summer 

Recital Series

&Hebrides Ensemble, one of the foremost chamber music collectives in 
the UK, joins forces with players from The National Youth Orchestras of 
Scotland (NYOS) Camerata and National Youth Orchestra of the Nether-
lands (NJO) for a week-long collaboration. Conducted by Hebrides 
Ensemble’s artistic director, William Conway, this programme features Wagner’s 
Siegfried Idyll, written as a birthday present for his wife and first performed out-
side her window, alongside Schoenberg’s innovative Chamber Symphony No.1.

AUGUST

hebrides ensemble
NYOS Camerata NJO



7:30pm, Friday 1st Jul

Formed of the Choral Scholars of 
the world-renowned, Gramophone 
Award-winning Choir of St John’s Col-
lege, Cambridge, the Gentlemen of St 
John’s have enjoyed a remarkably busy 
schedule of concerts and recordings 
for nearly forty years. Aged between 
18 and 23, the Gents are noted for 

flexibility, versatility and high-quality 
singing. Their concert will begin with 
sacred music, typical of what they sing 
in daily Evensong in the College Cha-
pel, while the second half will be lighter, 
featuring  arrangements of both folk 
songs and popular music.

SEPTEMBER

The Gentlemen of St John’s

Friday 23rd September, 7:30pm
Refreshments served at the interval



OCTOBER

Scottish  ensemble

Wednesday 5th October, 7:30pm
Refreshments served at the interval

The UK’s only professional string orchestra 
is known for its dynamic performances and 
adventurous programming. Brahms’ Sextet 
No.1 is, quite simply, a beautiful piece, by a 
master of the form. Inspired by a poem of 
the same name by Dehmel, Schoenberg’s 
Verklärte Nacht tells the tale of two lovers 

walking through a dark forest by moon-
light, as the woman reveals a dark secret... 
The chromatic harmonies create a moody, 
tense atmosphere, which fits perfectly into 
the dramatic surroundings of the Cathedral.



NOVEMBER

festival evensong
Glasgow Cathedral Choir

Glasgow Cathedral Choral Society

Glasgow Cathedral’s professional 
choir sing Choral Evensong every 
week, performing a wide range of 
repertoire. For this special Festival 
event they are joined by the Cathedral 
Choral Society and instrumentalists.
The centrepiece of the service is 
Bach’s epic Magnificat in D, which was

composed for the 1723 Christmas 
Vespers in Leipzig, and he later revised it 
for use in other liturgical seasons. Parry’s 
I Was Glad needs no introduction: fre-
quently performed at royal weddings 
and state services, it is an enduring
favourite of choirs and audiences alike.

Sunday 6th November, 4:00pm
Free and unticketed; all are welcome

The service will be live-streamed on the Cathedral website



was formed in 2012, and is a unique 
organisation of professional  musi-
cians. Their seasonal programme of 
Vivaldi, Handel, Corelli and Bach is 
sure to entertain, and put you into a 
suitably festive mood!

McOpera

Music Co-OPERAtive Scotland
DECEMBER

Saturday 17th December, 7:30pm
Refreshments served at the interval



Please send completed forms and remittance to:
Mr Duncan Thomson, Membership Secretary
92 Mulben Terrace, Crookston
Glasgow  G53 7LE

The Society, founded in 1936, has as its 
primary objects: the care, preservation, 
furnishing and adornment of the Cathed-
ral; support and performance of music in 
the Cathedral; and the encouragement of 
research into the Cathedral’s history. 

Some principal works undertaken by the 
Society include:
• Installation of fine modern stained glass 

by distinguished contemporary artists.
• Reinstatement of the Blacader Aisle as 

a place of worship.
• Renovation of the pipe organ.
• Provision of a mobile bookstall, and 

arranging for Volunteer Guides to wel-
come visitors and lead tours.

The Cathedral is the Mother Church of 
the City of Glasgow and it is essential to 
maintain and strengthen its position for 
the future. By becoming a Friend, you can 
help the Society to achieve its objects. 

# the Society of Friends
Patron: Her Majesty the Queen

Address

        Post Code
For Family Membership, details of second adult:

Title          Surname
First Name(s)
Data Protection Act 1998: The personal details you supply on 
this form will be held for processing your membership and for 
mailing you information about the Society of Friends of Glasgow 
Cathedral. Your details will be used only by the Society and will 
not be given to any third party.

I consent to my details being held for the above purposes
Signature       Date

Adult single membership                £12
Family membership               £18
(2 adults at the same address, plus children)

Concession                £8
(OAP, Student, Under-21)  

Life membership (single)               £120
Life membership (joint)               £180

Please make cheques payable to: The Society of Friends of Glasgow Cathedral

Founder: The Very Revd. N. Davidson
Title         Surname
First Name(s)
Email

The Society is a registered charity: SC006471
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