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to observe what is going on out of 

curiosity, and end up staying to 

listen to the service. Some even burst 

into spontaneous applause. “Is that 

inappropriate?” wonders Whitley. 

“Possibly. The cathedral’s view is that 

something within these strangers to 

the gospel has stirred into life, and 

they feel the need to express it in the 

only way they know how.”

As the sound of the historic 

Father Willis organ echoes around 

the building at the conclusion of 

evensong, many visitors attending 

in person or watching online will 

return to their daily routine having 

glimpsed something of what J. S. 

Bach meant when he wrote that 

“Where there is devotional music, 

God is always at hand with his 

gracious presence.”

Andrew Ralston is an elder of Glasgow 

Cathedral.

in an ever-changing world. The 

service largely follows a pattern that 

dates back to the time of the English 

Reformation, and it is this sense of a 

continuum between past and present 

that many people fnd reassuring. 

Prayers and readings from the Old 

and New Testaments alternate 

with the musical components of the 

service—a psalm, the Magnifcat 

(Mary’s song before the birth of 

Jesus), and the Nunc Dimittis, the 

words of the aged Simeon who, 

having seen Jesus, prayed, “Lord, 

now lettest Thou Thy servant depart 

in peace.” In fact, a notable feature of 

the whole service is that practically 

all of the words are drawn directly 

from Scripture. 

In charge of the music is the 

cathedral’s new director of music, 

22-year-old Andrew Forbes, who 

leads a choir of 14 choral scholars and 

choristers, accompanied by organist 

Malcolm Sim.

One member of the congregation 

put her fnger on the uniqueness of 

the experience: “Choral evensong 

has been a revelation in showing 

me how music can be the worship, 

not just an interlude between the 

prayers, readings, and sermon. I 

fnd I concentrate much better on 

the music than on the spoken word. 

The familiar words used each week 

bring comfort, and I always feel 

better at the end of the service than 

I did at the beginning. I like the fact 

that the service is so open to all to 

participate in person or online and 

try to watch when away from home. 

I’ve done so in Boston, Massachusetts, 

and St. Petersburg, Russia, when I 

could share Easter with my home 

congregation.”

Every week there are those who 

wander in as casual visitors, stop 
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Malcolm Sim, the Glasgow Cathedral organist, at the console of the church’s organ, which dates to 1879
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